Train Smoke Mitigation Task Force

Meeting Minutes

September 13, 2007 3:00-5:00pm

Region 9 Conference Room

Attendance

Present:  Brett François, Ed Morlan, Evan Buchanan, John Whitney, Sarah Wright, Steve Marple, Evan, Ed (Rep. Salazar’s Office), and Andrea Seid.

I. Call to Order 

Ed called the meeting to order at 3:05.  

II. Approval of the Minutes

The minutes from August 9th were approved by consensus.

III. Review of Last Meeting

Ed updated the group about new City of Durango and La Plata County representatives for the Task Force.  Joanne Spina will represent the county on the Task Force and that Jack Rogers or Greg Caton will represent the City of Durango.  Both entities couldn’t commit to a monthly meeting, however the Task Force members in attendance would like to keep meeting monthly.

John Whitney updated the group that he contacted the EPA as to their air monitoring equipment that they might be able to donate.  However, The group felt that Brett’s equipment proposal, which he is already trained in, would be the direction they would pursue.  

IV. Real Time Air Monitoring

The group wants to monitor emissions from the train and set up a system, if possible.  Brett brought some information on the Thermo Scientific TEOM equipment that he feels would be the most effective as readings can be collected in real time and thus emissions can be tracked on time of day.  The equipment cost $35K to purchase and install and Brett estimated it would cost San Juan Basin Health about $20K a year for staff time.   The group thought that maybe this cost could be included on the County/city joint budget request to see if they could support some or all of this.  The group was ready to attend commissioner and council meetings to make the request, but Ed asked if he could contact staff first about the best way to proceed.

V.  Discussions on Scrubbers

Steve Marple drafted his “wish list for a scrubber system which includes a way to keep air from escaping over the smokestacks when they are under the scrubber and also to have a scrubber under the ash pit.  His ball park estimate was $500K for the system.  The group discussed the different aspects as well as pros and cons and felt that the train needed to review the idea before proceeding.  There was discussion that the current scrubber system costs the train about  $15K a month in electric bills.  There was concern that a bigger system would be cost prohibitive to the train.  The group suggested contacting LPEA about any programs or options to this cost so that the money could be placed elsewhere.  Ed said Region 9 would follow up on this.

VI.  Financial Update

There was no update in this area.

VII. Other 

Next month’s meeting agenda items will include a review of the “Wish List” scrubbers with Steve Jackson’s input, update on status of air monitoring equipment, and report of whether there are programs through LPEA to help with the high electrical expenses of the scrubbers.  

Next meeting will be Thursday, October 11, 2007 from 3 to 5.
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